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The road along which the engine passed was narrow but well levelled. In
its construction they used a carbonate earth called kurikery obtained from the
banks of the Jumna, which has the peculiar property, when once pounded and
mixed with water, of forming a composition of such great hardness that it would
even bear polishing like marble. The road broke off at a distance of a few miles
south of the town, on the borders of a small lake, where the king has one of his
summer residences; and there the elephants and the escort awaited us. Two
hours' journey through those magnificent forests which we had already admired
on the banks of the Keyn brought us to the place of meeting for the hunt;
where we found a tent pitched for us, by the side of the pavilion reserved for
the king.

After break fast, the king's huntsmen brought us intelligence as to the probable
results of the hunt; they promisee! us wonders; but, in the absence of a tiger,
the great hunt had to be postponed to the next day. To-day, therefore, we had
to content ourselves with the hazardous Juck of the thickets.

Letting the huntsmen, disperse in> search of the larger game, I set out alone
with a shikaree to kill a few green pigeons and birds of bright plumage that I
wanted to preserve. On my return, my guide induced me to visit a park of
elephants in the vicinity of our camp. It was a simple palisaded enclosure,
wherein about twenty young elephants were enclosed. The mahouts explained
to me the different methods of training to which they are subjected.

I need scarcely say that the royal corps de Pallet followed us in our change
of place; for in this country there is neither festival nor ceremony in which
dancers and musicians do not tal?e a part. In the evening, therefore, we had
the spectacle of a nautch by torqhlight; when the great trees, whose dark depths
were revealed by the jets of flame, forrned a soenic arrangement which the Boyal
Academy of Music might well envy. Ifc was truly a scenery befitting these
dances with their antique rhythms, and their bronzed dancers glittering with
gems.

While the nautchnis went through their classic repertoire before us, from the
dance of the Pandours to the " Taza-bi-Taza,w the king, who is a passionate lover
of hunting, narrated to us some of his "cross-country exploits. I will record one
of these anecdotes, which does honour alike to the courage of this good piince (who
should not be mistaken for a mere worthless sham citizen) and to the filial devotion
of his son, the hereditary prince.

It is the custom in India for the princes and great nobles to venture on wild-
beast hunts only when surrounded by so many precautions that they scarcely run
a greater risk in killing a tiger than if they were aiming at him from the windows
of their palace. Like a true disciple of St. Hubert, however, the Rajah of Puimah
rejected all these precautions, and rejoiced iu finding himself face to face with his
terrible adversary, and in trying his strength with him, without any other advan-
tage on his side than his own skill and coolness* In one of these encounters,
while he was, unattended, at the foot of a rock, awaiting a tiger that bis hunting
scouts were driving towards him, the animal, already wounded, issued from a
thicket some paces off, sprang upon him, and overthrew him. The king's life
was saved by the intervention of his eldest son, who, upon bearing his cries,
unhesitatingly rushed forward, threw himself upon the tiger, and despatched him
with blows from his dagger. From this terrible encounter the prince himself